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Background
The year is 1886. Wells Fargo wants to put in one of
their banks in Pendleton Oregon; they want it in the
Bowman Hotel. With the Bowman being right across
from the Union Pacific Train Station, it was a prime
location for the bank. Plans needed to be made for
the transport of strong boxes full of valuables from
the Station to the Hotel. One of these plans called
for tunnels to go directly from the baggage room in
the train station to the elevator in the basement of
the Bowman, and then upstairs to the safe in the
Wells Fargo office.
This tunnel was used for many years. Later when
Wells Fargo had moved out of town and prohibition
was passed; the tunnel came to life in another way.
Pendleton, never wanting to be a dry town, created
some of the more unusual speak-easies in the area.
One of the better known speak-easies was in the
basement of the Bowman. You entered down the
stairs in the back of the building, gave your
password, and went directly to the bar. To the right
of the bar was a fireplace and above the fireplace
were two lights, a red one and a green one. When
the red light came on, that meant trouble and the
cops were raiding the speak-easy, so the bartender
would pull back the fireplace to reveal a hidden
room. This hidden room was actually what was left of
the tunnel that ran across to the train station, but the
station had moved by then, so you could just make it
under the street before you ran out of tunnel. The
patrons would wait until the green light came on
inside the hidden room, then they would re-enter the
bar room and resume their festivities.
When Pendleton had passenger trains, the Bowman
Hotel, a three-story brick building across from the
railroad depot, was the place to stay. Completed in
1905 by rancher and sheep man O.P. Bowman, this
hotel replaced an earlier wood hotel, also called the
Bowman Hotel. With the decline in rail traffic the
building evolved to an office building, its current use.
A local developer bought the building in 2008 and
completed a façade restoration while retaining much
of the historic interior design and finish.

Funding/Leverage
•
•
•

Total project: $16,000
Pendleton Development Commission:
$10,000
Private funds: $6,000

Community Benefits

Provided jobs through private contractors
Contributes to the historic fabric of the historic
district in which it is located
Provides low cost office space in downtown
Pendleton

The Bowman Hotel as seen from the train station
across the street. The train station, now called
Heritage Station, is the museum of the Umatilla County
Historical Society, while the Bowman Hotel now houses
offices as the Bowman Building.

The Bowman Hotel approximately 1980.

